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CERAMICS | COLLECTING

When the Centre of Ceramic Art opened last year, one of the key
elements was the recreation of domestic spaces from Anthony
Shaw’s home, filled with pieces from his acclaimed ceramics
collection. David Whiting explores the story

e loan of the Amhoay Shaw Collection was

crocial f York Museums Trosts decison to

make the city 3 030031 cencre o the study
of Betsh studio ceramics. In 20450000, © 1he fmous
Mileez White CoZectzon, 1« had already been boquentbed
collecyoe B Bmay's several thousind poes and 1 lazge
proup of pleces froom O galkry owner Beroy Rodkschad
Tor sewniad the obwaous placs w Antboay Saw,
Jockasg foe 3 pew bome afe edatiung th coliscoon
fox a decade 1 bis wist Locudon bosse. Apars Som
buitig boo saall 1o show the bewadih of wodk (by ths
e aver 300 chpets, by well over o astisis), the
teuat bie eweallisbed 55 200z deckded that the sl of the
boues wonld give the Collection smach owedhed Snanclal
eability. ‘Fewling we nesced to show (o s wides
xecdimace,’ Saaw vy “we chought we thould te =3
with 2 peblic Inekuion '

e hiad worwedt meves 30 give b collection o s
mougseam, unkess ook be diqlayed in s domestkc
manaer gmilar o %y ok home in loadon, or Indeed %o
Ketle's Yand, Itm Bde's Sormer redidence o Cambridge,

collection from the outse aad. as 2 result, Saaw beoachsd
the 3dea of X gotng %0 Tork The collecto’s emghasts oo

cenmics wold paenally complement Tork's
moce pocaneaced holdag,

THE START OF A COLLECTION
Tuzrestingly. Shaw’s mittal nterest was ako (o more
tradinonal wark. He was becaghe up in 2 hoose full of
wares $¢ eTeryday use, ALY of Sem bought froe ke
Craft Poners Aseochaned’s iop (e Logdoa. There weee
peces by Mochas) Carew, B3y Roch and Richiod
Bacedam, S3oegad 1DAURTLS] Wares 20l 0o
s, The, &6 2 poung coununa, Shaw begaa tuytog
oo of due vessel-based wook of e 195en. S0k e was

wpiphazy

Sor b the wither wulptarad poteatisl of Cay and b sew
Atrecticn m x colletar Other srites bacans tmgortan:
coentructors sad band bulldeod ke Glllae Lowndes, Sara
Radwcow and Bepan ldey, whio ales wosked In woed,
moeeal and palnt. For Staw, chy 16 as good as any cther
materts] and & depeesses him tha: comemon peroeption.
redates it chiefly %o craft. “Few armsis pow eneertain day
a5 2 serbvon medtom. 2 is very ad that any other
substance 5 consHered of higher vaine than chy”

Sace the collacnon weRt in6o trus, Show has coatrzed
¥ 30qulre 2exAly, aiways doywr (o chects ‘with Ty gut
rather than my eyes’ Of the woek be lkes, Jask of

152 Rey elemens? "Yes 1 % 2 shown geacroury”
e eplies. ‘Having abways booghs insuncrey, aed
withow aay thoughe of “wiy" Lam 20w greing

Writer David Whiting reveals the story behind Anthony Shaw’s dazzling

collection of ceramics, much of which can currently be seen at York’s Centre

of Ceramic Art.



